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sudden uprising of the people from 

various communities who have some 
peculiarity in them. Of course, these 
peculiarities are only celebrated if the West 
approves of it. Religion and orthodoxy 
don't go well with the Westerners. 


|: Recent times, we have witnessed the 


Malala Yousutzai, a young girl from 
Pakistan’s KPK region, a Noble Prize 
laureate and multiple times awardee of 
various national and international awards. 
She initially started her campaign of 
educating girls. Her services were 
acknowledged and were highly appreciated. 
Her influence grew to such an extent that 
Shahid Khagan Naqvi former’ Prime 
Minister of Pakistan said that she is the 
most influential person in the country. The 
values for which Malala_ says she 1s 
working, mostly comprise of education and 
human rights. 


But we must look into the facts to know the 
key thing, which made _ thousands of 
Pakistani schools to celebrate “I am not 
Malala” day, and even request the 
government to ban her’ book. ‘This 
resentment from a mass majority of people 
is sure to have some concrete basis. Though 
Malala has won several prizes from the 
West, in her home country she is seen as a 
Western threat and her ideas do not match 
with those of Pakistani culture and Islam. 
‘Thus, she is termed as a bad influence. 


But this is not due to some propaganda or 
provocative speech; this resentment has got 
deep roots with Malala and her nexus with 
the notorious and defamed man _ called 
Salman Rushdie, the author of the 
blasphemous book “Satanic Verses”. 
Rushdie disrespected the Qur’an and the 
Prophet of Islam (peace and blessings be 








upon him) in his book. Thus, earning wrath 
and widespread anger of the entire Muslim 
world. Malala wrote a memoir named “I am 
Malala” in which she has described her 
father’s opinion about Satanic Verses which 
says that “May father also sees the book 
offensive to Islam but believes strongly in 
Freedom of Speech”. 


Rushdie is a blasphemer and his book being 
banned in Pakistan; Malala’s statement 
about her father deeming the book 
“readable” and “freedom of speech” is surely 
provocative and offensive to Muslims. A 
book which disrespects the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him), is not worthy 
to have the slightest glance by a Muslim; 
let alone deeming it readable and freedom 
of speech. Another crucial point 1s that 
when mentioning a blasphemous book like 
Rushdie’s Satanic Verses or Dante's 
Inferno, should a Muslim in any way say 
that it is readable and we should deem it as 
freedom of speech? Actually a Muslim 
should condemn the book wherever he 
mentions it. It is a part of faith to love the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
and to guard his honor is Obligatory upon 
Muslims; there is no way you are going to 
get away from saying such words. 


But that’s not it! If anything in Malala’s 
book is offensive to Islam and the common 
people, and surely it is, she should take 
notice of it and remove it from her book 
entirely, This would be her duty if she calls 
herself a Muslim; But as it has been seen 
and several years have passed since this 
incident, she seems not in a mood to change 


anything in her book. 
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